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was most detrimental. Business now, after somo years of tribulation, had more or
less adjusted itself to the fluctuations or exchanges and movements which a decade
or so ago would have convulsed them. Interchanges of goods was now part
of the normal conduct of business and there was too much evidence that exchan-
ges had a tendency to settle down. He was not quarrelling with the policy of India
and indeed of any other country, provided protection was discriminating and provi-
ded conditions for the grant of protection were adhered to.

Concluding, Sir Edward Benthall appealed to the Punjab Chamber, who had
not hitherto seen eye to-eye with the rest, to joint with them on this occasion in
drawing the Government's attention to the strength of feeling of trade and com-
merce upon these proposals.

Seconding the resolution, Mr. G. G. Wodehouse (Burma), said that the relation
between Indians and Burmans had been strained on more than one occasion in
recent^years and it was most important to do everything to bring separation into
effect in an atmosphere of goodwill. From every point of view, except perhaps for
small immediate budgetary gains, it was clearly in the interests of both countries
to start on a basis of agreements that the existing free trade relations should con-
tinue for a period.

BUBMA CHAMBER AND SEPARATION

Explaining the attitude of the Burma Chamber towards the general question of
separation, Mr. Wodehouse said that while sympathising with racial, religious and
national feelings, which had led Burmans to aim at separation as their goal, his
Chamber had endeavoured to consider its consequences from a detached and im-
partial point of view. The opinions of individual members had offered, but it had
been generally agreed that an equitable financial settlement between India and
Burma should show a substantial advantage to the latter and that India's fiscal
policy has been detrimental to the interests of Burma, which was, and was likely
to remain, almost entirely an agricultural country which needed the cheapest possi-
ble imports of manufactured articles. The third point to which the Chamber attach-
ed the greatest importace was that of a trade agreement of her separation. Here,
the Burma Chamber had always been of the opinion that it was essential , in the
interests of both countries, that free trade should be preserved as far as possible,
allowing only for conversion of excise and consumption duties at the existing
rates into import duties. The consideration outweighted all others and the more
carefully had the question been considered, the more convinced had members of
his Chamber become that separation would only be of advantage to Burma if this
condition was fulfilled. He cordially welcomed the wording of the resolution that
on no account should the budgetary expedience of imposing tariffs be allowed to
take precedence of general trading interests and emphasised the "remarkable unity"
shown since the publication of the J. p. C. Report by all sanctions of the busi-
ness community in Burma on the desirability of presenting the Status quo in regard
to relations with India.

Mr, T. Gavin Jones (Upper India) said that it was quite possible that Indians
in Burma would have a difficult time, but he agreed that Burma should be separat-
ed, and was only fair to Burma. He asked the Association to remember that,
according to the J. P. C. Report, India was going to lose three crores of revenue
by separation. The trade between India and Burma, he said, would depend entirely
on reciprocal arrangements between the two countries. After all, the resolution
was merely an expression of a pious hone.

Supporting the resolution^ Mr." Winterbotham (Bombay), said that after the
Viceroy's remarks yesterday, it was very difficult indeed to visualise the Govern-
ment of India taking steps to impose tarifts on trade between Burma and India.
They were not prepared to admit that Burma should henceforth be regarded as an
economic unit, separate from India. He dissociated entirely from the view that the
resolution was merely an expression of a pious hope.

Mr. Mukherjee (Punjab), supported the resolution.

Sir Edward Benthall accepted Mr. Wodehouse's amendment. As regards Mr.
Gavin Jones7 remarks, he pointed out that the resolution states clearly that any
trade convention between the two Governments should be arranged on the basis of
the free trade relations now existing between the two countries. The resolution, as
amended, was carried. Thereafter, the Chamber began to discuss the J. P. C.
Report. Proceedings were not open to the Press,